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Burien Park, Recreation & Open Space (PROS) Plan 

 

Burien 

Shorewood Park  
 
This 3.4 -acre neighborhood park is 
located at 24th Avenue SW and SW 
118th Street in north Burien adjacent 
to Shorewood Elementary School.  
 
The former King County wooded park 
site has been improved with a walking 
trail and bench.  
 
Possible improvements  
!  Install urban wi ldlife habitat using 
volunteers and maintain native 
vegetation . 
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Burien 

Southern Heights Park 
 
This 3.3-acre neighborhood park is 
leased from Water District #20 and 
located at 12025 - 14th Avenue South 
in northeast Burien and leased from 
Water District 21. 
 
The former King County site includes a 
covered water reservoir and pump 
house on the north upper end of the 
property that has been improved with 
a play toy and benches mounted on 
rubber matting. 
 
The lower south end of the site 
includes a stream with wetlands that 
has been improved with an open play 
field and 2 deteriorated tennis courts. 
 
Possible improvements 
§ Improve on-street parking to 
provide curbs, walkways, increased 
lighting, and other infrastructure on 
14th Avenue frontage. 
§ Provide access paths to and 
between all park amenities including 
ADA ramps from the parking lot on 
14th Avenue. 
§ Install picnic tables on the 
reservoir cover adjacent to the play 
area. 
§ Remove or resurface the 
deteriorated tennis courts for multiuse 
play. 
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Burien 

Town Square Park & 
Merrill Gardens Park 
 
This 1.0-acre special purpose park is 
located at 400 SW 152nd Street in 
downtown Burien adjacent to the 
Burien Library and City Hall along with 
a small plaza park north across 151st.  
 
The site has been improved with lawn 
areas, gravel and cement paths, 
benches, a plaza with artworks, public 
art, and an interactive water feature.  
 
The plaza area has been furnished 
with lighting, sound, and stage for 
festival and farmers’ markets events 
that utilize the park and in adjacent 
streets. 
 
Possible improvements 
§ Reconfigure and install power, 
water, and other services in the park 
and along 5th Avenue SW to support 
Farmers’ Market and other special 
events. 
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Burien 

Triangle Park 

 

This 0.25-acre specialty park is located 

at Ambaum Boulevard SW and SW 

154th Street adjacent to the urban 

center of Burien.  

 

The park consists of public street 

right-of-way created when the 

intersection of 8th Avenue SW was 

eliminated onto Ambaum Boulevard to 

reduce traffic and cross-turning 

congestion. 

 

This site has been improved with a 

grassy area, 2 benches, street trees, 

and sidewalks on Ambaum Boulevard 

and a surface parking lot at the north 

end of 8th Avenue SW right-of-way. 

 

Possible improvements 

 Install native, decorative plant 

materials, paving and a walkway, 

daytime use amenities, and rotating 

artworks of a scale sizable enough to 

indicate the site is a gateway to the 

urban center and historic downtown 

“B-Town”.  
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Burien 

Walker Creek Wetland 
 
This 21.0-acre conservancy area is 
located at South 176th Street & Des 
Moines Memorial Drive South in south 
Burien.  
 
The site conserves the upper reaches 
of Walker Creek including wetlands 
and open water ponds. 
 
The site has been improved with a 
short gravel trail. 
 
Possible improvements 
§ Possibly consider developing an 
on-street parking area, an interpretive 
trail with exhibits around and into the 
wetlands with wildlife viewing 
platforms and blinds, and picnic tables 
adjacent to the parking area. 
§ If and when possible, acquire 
bordering properties to expand the 
park wetlands and buffer. 
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